
DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC POLICY

*** What distinguishes good policies from bad 
ones? *** How do issues become problematized 
and politicized in local, national and global set-
tings? *** How can we foster evidence-based and 
rights-aware policy-making? *** How can we iden-
tify options and entry points for engagement and 
advocacy? *** Can we predict and prevent a global 
epidemic? *** What tools are needed to detect and 
fight corruption? *** How can we foster equality
of opportunities and social cohesion? *** How to en

policy-making

EARN A DEGREE ACCREDITED IN AUSTRIA AND THE U.S.

graduate studies

QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 2022

IN SOCIAL POLICY & ADMINISTRATION

MA in Public Policy (MAPP) / 1 YEAR / This intensive program gives you a solid grounding in the key themes 
and theories of public policy, with a strong focus on the link between policy practice and analysis. Designed to 
respond to contemporary policy issues, our curriculum is structured to enhance your research, systematic and 
critical analytical skills. Participating at a Policy Lab or an internship will provide an opportunity to apply your 
practical research and analytical skills in a professional policy environment. ➜ dpp.ceu.edu/ma-public-policy 

Master of Public Administration (MPA) / 2 YEARS / Bridging classroom and experiential learning, this program’s
interdisciplinary approach  covers a broad range of topics that provides you with the skills and knowledge to make a
positive change in the public sector. The Skills for Impact component equips you with important skills in areas such as
conflict resolution, fundraising, media advocacy, and managing cultural diversity. You also learn how to work in a team
on a project for an external client during the year-long capstone Applied Policy Project. ➜ dpp.ceu.edu/mpa-degree

MA in International Public Affairs (MAIPA) / 2 YEARS / This highly interdisciplinary program prepares you for 
a career in international organizations, NGOs, journalism, academia or the private sector. You take core courses 
in public policy, economics, international relations and political science and will be able to choose from a large 
number of electives to customize your studies. ➜ dpp.ceu.edu/ma-international-public-affairs-maipa

Executive Master of Public Administration (EMPA) / 24-48 MONTHS / This new and dynamic, problem-focused 
program empowers graduates to address the complex challenges faced by today’s public policy makers. Working 
in a divided world where even the most solid of democracies may become fragile, and many of the established insti-
tutions and patterns of authority have been destabilized and challenged, today’s policy makers operate in a fluid envi-
ronment where transformations are taking place at an unprecedented scale. EMPA is aimed at professionals who
wish to combine leadership and smart policy making with a commitment change, and at those who want to sup-
port the building of open and democratic societies.* ➜ dpp.ceu.edu/executive-master-public-administration-empa 
* The program is subject to approval by AQ Austria.

Erasmus Mundus Masters Program in Public Policy (Mundus MAPP) / 2 YEARS / This international public 
policy program offers a mix of analytical and practical components, such as internships and study visits, and 
includes a second year at the Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals or the University of York. You can tailor 
your studies to suit your career thanks to our flexible system of tracks and electives. ➜ mundusmapp.org

PhD in Political Science – Public Policy Track / Designed for students interested in researching the causes, 
functions, nature and outcomes of public policy, this program prepares you for a career in academic and applied 
research institutions, as well as for policy analyst positions. The program is run by CEU’s Doctoral School of Po-
litical Science, Public Policy and International Relations. ➜ dpp.ceu.edu/phd-political-science-public-policy-track

"For me, the exposure to different disciplines within the Department of Public Policy really broadened my understanding of pub-
lic issues. The diverse career and academic backgrounds of the professors as well as the colleagues I can now call friends chal-
lenged me not only on a professional level but also on personal and cultural levels. The combination of analysis from a perspective 
of management, finance and human rights allows me to frame solutions to problems in ways I never thought of before." 

LAURA RAMIREZ RIVERO Colombia

CHOOSE FROM
MPA AND MAPP 
SPECIALIZATIONS

* Development

* Governance

* Social Justice and 
Human Rights

* Quantitative Policy 
Analysis 

MAIPA SPECIALIZATIONS

* Democracy and Rule 
of Law

* Policy and Governance 

MUNDUS MAPP TRACKS 

* Global Public Policy 
(with Institut Barcelona 
d’Estudis Internacionals)

* European Public Policy 
(with the University of 
York) 

IN POLITICS & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

http://dpp.ceu.edu/ma-public-policy
http://dpp.ceu.edu/mpa-degree
http://dpp.ceu.edu/ma-international-public-affairs-maipa
https://dpp.ceu.edu/executive-master-public-administration-empa
www.mundusmapp.org
http://dpp.ceu.edu/phd-political-science-public-policy-track


SPARK YOUR CAREER

WHERE OUR MASTER ’S  GRADUATES WORK

30.5 %
Activism, Philanthropy, 
Social Impact, Interna-
tional Development and 
Humanitarian Aid

Government, Law, 
International Affairs 
and Public Policy

Education and 
Research

Business, Finance, 
Consulting, 
Management, 
Manufacturing 
and Sales

Arts, Media, Journalism, 
Sports, Entertainment 
and Production

25.6 % 20.5 % 19.9 % 3.5 %

* Amnesty International
* CARE International
* Doctors Without 

Borders
* Global Investigative 

Journalism Network
* Minority Rights Group 

International
* UN Development 

Programme
* The World Bank

* British Columbia Public 
Service

* Council of Europe
* European Commission
* International Atomic 

Energy Agency
* International Labour 

Organization
* International 

Organization for 
Migration

* OSCE 

* American University of 
Central Asia

* Copenhagen 
Consensus Center

* European University 
Institute

* Global Public Policy 
Institute

* London School of 
Economics

* Public Policy and 
Management Institute

* Control Risks
* Ecorys
* Ernst & Young
* Facebook
* Google
* Grants Europe 

Consulting
* KPMG
* Schneider Electric

* Al Jazeera
* Freedom House

SAMPLE POSIT IONS

* CIVIL SOCIETY SPECIALIST *  CAMPAIGN MANAGER * COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER *  CONSULTANT *  DEVELOP-

MENT ASSOCIATE *  DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS * GRANTS AND PARTNERSHIPS MANAGER * MONI-

TORING AND EVALUATION SPECIALIST * POLICY RESEARCHER * POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ANALYST * 

SKILLS OUR STUDENTS GAIN

Transferable skills * Strong and flexible links between research and practice * Analytical thinking and problem-
solving * Communication (written and verbal) * Interpersonal skills, teamwork * Creativity and critical thinking * 
Project management * Cultural sensitivity * Ability to navigate complex organizational or bureaucratic settings
Professional skills * Critically analyzing, evaluating and designing public policies and policy instruments * 
Strategizing, planning and evaluating impact * Skills for evidence-based and rights/values-aware policy-making * 
Tackling public policy challenges of the fourth industrial revolution * Conflict management and resolution * Co-
operation and negotiation * Data visualization and management * Advocacy and campaigning * (Digital) media 
policy-making/strategizing digital security * Fundraising

FUND YOUR STUDIES
Access to education is one of CEU’s core values. It guides us in setting as affordable tuition fees as possible - with-
out impacting the quality of the education we provide. Each year CEU offers talented master’s students generous, 
merit-based, partial tuition awards and scholarships to help them focus on their studies. * Doctoral scholarships 
include a full tuition award and a monthly stipend for living expenses. ➜ ceu.edu/financialaid

APPLY 

➜ ceu.edu/apply · Application form · CV · Proof of English proficiency · Letters of recommendation

PROGRAM-SPECIF IC REQUIREMENTS /  MAPP · Bachelor’s degree (social sciences preferred) · Statement 
of purpose /  MPA · Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent · Statement of purpose / MAIPA · Bachelor’s degree (social 
sciences preferred) · Statement of purpose /  MUNDUS MAPP · Bachelor’s degree (social sciences preferred) 
· Statement of purpose · Additional requirements ➜ mundusmapp.org / PHD IN POLITICAL SCIENCE - PUBLIC POLICY 

TRACK · Master’s degree · Statement of purpose · Research proposal · Outline of master’s thesis · Additional
requirements ➜ dsps.ceu.edu

CENTRAL EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY

Quellenstrasse 51, 1100 Vienna, Austria ➜ student-info@ceu.edu 

F WeAreCEU  d we_are_ceu ù CentralEuropeanUniversityChannel

50 English-language degree programs. Students and faculty from 

100+ countries. 18,000+ alumni across 6 continents. Accredited

in Austria and the United States. 7:1 student/faculty ratio. 

Based in Vienna, the heart of Europe. 

➜ dpp.ceu.edu ➜ F DPPCEU ➜ d ceu_dpp ➜ Õ @DPPCEU 
➜ MAPP, MPA / dppadmissions@ceu.edu 
➜ MAIPA / ipaadmissions@ceu.edu 
➜ MUNDUS MAPP / mundusmapp@ceu.edu 
➜ EMPA / empa@ceu.edu 
➜ PHD PROGRAM / ds@ceu.edu

➜ Sign up for more about our programs and events

ceu.edu
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